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March 2, 2007
	TO:
	Richard Davis, Association of Washington Business 

	
	

	FROM:
	Bob Moore and Tim Hibbitts

	
	

	RE:
	AWB Health Care: Survey Highlights



This memo contains summary and highlights of a survey conducted for AWB about health care.  The survey was conducted by telephone, February 19-20, 2007 among a representative sample of 500 Washington voters.  The sampling error is plus or minus 4% at the 95% confidence level.  Please let us know if you have questions.
 
Overview
Health care is one of the leading concerns of Washington voters today (among 25%), along with traffic and transportation (24%) and education (20%).  Less likely to concern voters are taxes (14%) and jobs and the economy (13%).  Health care is a particular concern among Democrats and low-income voters.
 
When it comes to the state’s role in health care, voters want state government to address costs first (45%), followed by issues related to inadequate coverage (29%) and universal health care (21%).  Lower on the priority list are drug/prescription prices (9%), availability of information (3%) and disease and illness (2%).
 
The majority of voters prefer to have the health care system managed by the private sector rather than state government.
 
More details follow.
Personal Experience and Perceptions about Health Care
The vast majority of voters (94%) are covered by health insurance and most of those covered (87%) are satisfied with their coverage.  Note here we are talking about voters and not the entire adult population of the state.  Other data have shown a lower incidence of coverage exists among the non-voting share of the public.
 
The survey provides other insights about voters and their health care coverage.
· 57% are not currently worried about the increasing cost of health care
· 72% are not worried that they won’t be able to afford necessary health care in the future
· For 87%, there hasn’t been a time in the last 12 months they couldn’t get health care needed due to cost, and 89% said there hasn’t been a time in the past 12 months they had a serious problem paying health care bills
 
However, 70% of voters do not believe most people in the state have adequate health insurance coverage.  This sentiment has resulted in increased concerns about the coverage available for low-income people and makes universal health care more appealing to some.
 
Who Should Be Responsible for Health Care?
As indicated, Washington voters prefer a private health care system over a system run by state government.
 
For example, state government incentives for businesses and individuals to pay for their own health care are preferred, 54-37%, over state government guaranteed health insurance for all.  In addition, a market-driven health care plan is favored, 58-33%, over a universal health plan managed and paid for by state government.
 
At the same time, 55% favor and 38% oppose a personal tax increase that would allow state government to provide health insurance for everyone who can’t afford it.  However, 56% would prefer giving the uninsured a basic level of health care that might not be as good as the care insured people receive, that wouldn’t require a tax increase.  Another 32% would guarantee health care to the uninsured as good as that received by the insured, even if it meant a tax increase.  A tax increase is favored by a majority of Seattle voters, but opposed two-to-one elsewhere in the state.
 
Legislative Health Care Proposals 
In the survey we found four potential proposals receive widespread support, including the following:
· Provide tax incentives to businesses who provide health insurance to their employees (88% favor, 9% oppose)

· Provide taxpayer funded subsidies to small businesses who provide health insurance to their employees (76% favor, 17% oppose)

· Provide taxpayer funded subsidies to small business to help them buy health insurance (70% favor, 23% oppose)

· Require health insurance companies to provide the same level of benefits for mental health and alcohol and drug abuse treatment that is provided to people who have physical illnesses or injuries (66% favor, 26% oppose)
At the same time, we found three other proposals are met with wide opposition.

· Require that everyone have health insurance coverage much the same way drivers are required to have car insurance (38% favor, 55% oppose)

· Ban business associations from providing small group health insurance to their members (16% favor, 72% oppose)

· Require everyone to purchase health insurance from state government (15% favor, 79% oppose)
The latter two proposals met with wide opposition throughout the state among Democrats, Republicans and Independents alike.  The mandatory health insurance proposal was widely opposed by Republicans and Independents, while Democrats were divided on this issue.
 
Single Payer Health Care
Washington voters oppose a “state health plan, financed by taxpayers, in which Washington residents would get their insurance from a single government plan.”  Fully 64% oppose this proposal, while just 31% favor the proposal.  A narrow majority of Seattle residents favor this proposal but elsewhere voters are in wide opposition.  In addition, 84% of Republicans and 71% of Independents are in opposition, while Democrats are divided.  
 
In addition, when voters are informed that such a plan could result in longer waits for some hospital and specialty care, opposition increased to 74% (from 64%).  However, after hearing that such a plan could save money and provide health insurance for everyone in the state, 45% said they would be supportive, while 44% were still in opposition.
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